
 

Congratulations! 

Learning through Panels 

Panel discussions have been shown to spark conversation and 

interest among our members. The SHSU Chapter held two panel 

discussions with dynamic panelist this year. Our “Transitioning 

from College to the Workplace” panel was co-hosted with Alpha 

Kappa Psi. Our panelist featured NABA alumni’s Kenyon Vallier 

and Karisma Caicedo-Battle and Alpha Kappa Psi alumni, 

Christian Simmons. The panelist spoke about their experiences of 

transitioning from Sam Houston State University to full-time 

positions. Not giving up and being persistent were common 

phrases throughout the discussion.  

Our members have expressed a great deal of interest in the field 

of Forensic Accounting. As Forensic Accounting is not typically 

discussed in our degree plan, it has intrigued many of our 

members. At this year’s NABA Regional Conference, a 

development session focused on Forensic Accounting. In lieu of 

our members’ interest, our chapter held a panel with the 

Association of Fraud Examiners (ACFE). Our panelist included: 

Whitley Penn partner, Justin Blok, SHSU staff, Joseph Agins, 

and SHSU Accounting professor, Dr. Daigle. Members walked 

away from the discussion knowing more about the profession, the 

Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE) certification, and interesting 

fraud cases the panelist have encountered. 

Congratulations! 

The Sam Houston Chapter of NABA celebrated graduates and members 

leaving for internships in Fall of 2017. Our Fall 2017 graduates include: 

Lacey Eichenlaub, Jessica Briseno, Tia Shofner, and Elle Moise. NABA 

would like to thank you for your time and commitment to the 

organization. We wish you nothing but the best in your future endeavors.  

Along with our graduates, we have four members interning during the 

Spring 2018 semester. Three members will be interning at KPMG and 

one member will be interning at a local firm. Members interning include: 

Maurissa Jones (KPMG-Houston), Melinda Jones (KPMG-Houston), Tia 

Shofner (KPMG-Dallas) and Elle Moise.  
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              Alumni Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ozo Nnamadim is a graduate of the class of 2014. 

While at Sam Houston, he was involved in several 

organizations on campus including NABA and Beta 

Alpha Psi. He is currently an active member of 

NABA in the Metro DC area where he serves as the 

Director of Student Member Services. 

After graduating, he began his career at KPMG and 

was recently promoted to Senior Associate in the 

Federal Audit practice in Washington, DC where he’s 

worked on several credit reform clients. 

Ozo’s advice to current NABA students would be:  

1. Get involved and stay active!  

2. Pursue everything with a positive attitude  

3. Stay motivated 

 

Student Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tia Shofner is a Fall 2017 graduate from Dallas, 

Texas. Her choice to major in accounting stemmed 
from her love for math and working with numbers. 
Throughout her time at Sam Houston, she has 
become very involved in many different 
organizations, such as: 

 

 College of Business Administration 
Ambassador  

 Becker campus Ambassador 

 Active Member of NABA 

 ACFE President 

 Student Assistant for the Accounting 
Department 

 Phi Sigma Pi National Honor Fraternity 
 

She has also obtained the NABA Book 
Scholarship and a NABA Conference Scholarship 
from KPMG. Tia will be interning at the KPMG 
Dallas office during the Spring 2018 semester 
before returning for graduate school at Sam 
Houston. 

 

This year the NABA Western Region Student Conference was held 

in Houston, Texas. The Sam Houston Chapter had 14 members attend, 

along with the faculty advisor, Dr. Shani Robinson. 

The student development sessions helped members gain additional 

knowledge on a diverse group of topics: Aligning Purpose with your 

Career, Fraud & Forensic Accounting , Survival Tips: First 24 Months on 

the Job, Dare to Lead, How to Get A’s & Slay with your GPA.  

As several students were attending the conference for the first 

time, the overall feedback was incredibly positive. Many students left the 

conference highly motivated to continue pursuing their professional and 

academic goals. Many students had interviews with several companies. 

The NABA conference was a valuable learning experience as well as a 

bonding experience among the members. 

 

 

 

NABA Western 

Region Conference 

 



For more information or to donate, contact: 
Faculty Advisor- 

Dr. Shani Robinson at shani.robinson@shsu.edu 
or 

Organization President- 
Whitney Arnic at wda005@shsu.edu 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2017 

Rewind 


